
Recognizing 
our Partners

2020 SPRING NEWSLETTERA TIME OF 
HARDSHIP  
& HOPE
The Incredible Stories of 
Community Strength

Lincoln COVID-19 
Community

Response Efforts

LPS COVID-19 
Funding 
Needs

C O V I D - 1 9  E D I T I O N



IN THIS ISSUE

WENDY VAN 
President

CLETIA PRICE 
Director of Finance 

NIA NIELSEN 
Director of Communications

MATT TEBO 
Spark Summer Learning  
Program Director

BAILEY FEIT 
Stewardship Services Coordinator

ALLISON MCGINN 
Development Coordinator

GARY REBER 
Development Officer for  
School Communities

KORENA VAREJCKA 
Office Manager

Christina Ball
Patrick Beans
Rita Bennett
Cliff Carlson
Jared Carlson
Brent Comstock
Kimberly Goins
Jessica Greenwald

Wendy Van DeLaCastro, President 

Jim Townsend, Chair

Piyush Srivastav, Vice-Chair

Bruce Mieth, Treasurer

Russ Sebek, Secretary

Jackie Ostrowicki, Immediate Past Chair

Board Officers

Staff

Board Members
Jon Gross
Cathy Hedstrom
Dr. Steve Joel
Dr. Valerie Jones
Anne Loudon
Britta Muhleisen
John Olsson

Walter Powell
Dr. Vann Price
Bob Rauner
Steve Schmidt
Natalia Wiita
Ginny Wood

-Maxime Lagace

It’s because of hope 
that you suffer, it is 
through hope that 

you’ll change things.
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This spring has brought hardships to our doorstep. There isn’t a child or a family who has not 
been impacted or touched by the current crisis. It’s a journey we never imagined we would be 
taking — a place we never imagined we would be. This crisis has created needs that strike at 
the heart of the importance of education and the enormous task of collectively supporting the 
care and safety for each child.

The great news is, when we asked, you rose to the challenge. Thank you.

As you know, the crisis is not over. Families will be recovering from the economic impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic for months if not years. It will take all of us working in big and small ways 
to help. In March, we gave away over $96,000 to families who had no other way to meet their 
basic needs. We hope to do the same in May when we know that laid off workers will be out of 
savings and their bills will be piling up.

Times like these may feel frightening or unsettling, but they can also reveal greatness as 
people lend a virtual hand, a Zoom hug, or make sacrifices so that others are safe and  
healthy. We see it in stories everyday across our community. There was the Lincoln High 
teacher who chose to balance teaching and maternity leave so she could continue to be 
there for her students, there’s food distribution of over 50,000 meals each week, and local 
businesses like Ameritas stepping up to provide books to students in need. I am proud to be 
part of this community. 

Join us in keeping this beautiful momentum of hope going so when we look back on this 
crisis, we will realize that we are stronger than we ever imagined. It is truly a Time of  
Hardship and Hope.

With gratitude,

 
Wendy Van DeLaCastro

-Nelson Mandela

May your choices  
reflect your hopes, 

not your fears.

“

”

A TIME OF HARDSHIP AND HOPE
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Ensure we leave no student or family behind.

The Foundation is tirelessly working to raise funds to support LPS students and their 
families. To date, we have raised $163,470 but the need is great. Can you help us meet 

our goal of $500,000? Together, we can be certain that every child is taken care of 
and that every family remains hopeful. To give go to: http://bit.ly/lpscovid19crisis.

THE HARDSHIP IS REAL
One Community. Many Needs.

Total Amount 
Family Needs 

Requested Paid to 
Families 
to Date

Schools 
TouchedGoal to 

Raise

Funds Raised 
to Meet 
Family 
Needs

Family 
Needs 

Requested

$288,251
$96,744

64
$500,000

$163,470

332

*Numbers as of April 20, 2020
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HOPE IS THRIVING.
Thank You.

In Memory/Honor Of
Adam C. Horn

Ali Tierney 3rd grade teacher

Andrew Peterson,  
LHS Math Teacher

Arnold Elementary School and all 
the teachers who are missing their 
students as much as their students 
are missing them!

Barry & Irene Moore

Carol Scott

D. Scott Broadwell

Donna Nerud

Evan Fristo

For Pops

Hartley School

Hartley Students

Holmes Elementary and Lux  
Middle School Staff and Teachers

In honor of Merna Mae Conley

In honor of my teacher friends who 
wish all their students could be 
sitting in their classrooms! : )

In Honor of the Teachers and Staff 
at West Lincoln Elementary

In Memory of Warren &  
Lois Hoover

Joan Giesecke

Joan Sercl

Judy Bennett & Peggy Newquist

Leonard Torson

Lincoln High School Students  
& Staff

Marilyn Jones

Mary Rhodes

Molly Moller

Music Teachers

Our Pyrtle and Lux Families

Rex & Marilyn Holscher

Sarah Meisenbach

Stephen C. Nelsen

Stephen Kalish

To those in need.

We HEART Wysong  
Elementary Teachers

Zoe Raber

156 Anonymous Donors

Acklie Charitable Foundation 
Linda Ager
Blake Anderson
Allison Arndt
Mary Sue	Atkins
Brenda Bahensky
Michelle Barger
Laura Baumgartner
Julie Bergen
Kris Bergmeyer
Teresa Blair
Garrett Blomstedt
Patricia Boehner
Jim & Suzanne Borovich
Paula Boyd
Becky & Gale Breed
Jan Bretz
Debbie & Craig Brown
Sam & Lorrie Bryant
Dara Buckendahl
Kara Bunde-Dunn
Mason & Melinda Burbach
Adelle Burk
Robert & Billie Bussmann
Dick & Kathy Campbell
Todd Campfield
June Carrell
Yupin Chao
Alicia Chapelle
Sindhu Chaudhary
Tammy Chisholm
Cindy Craft
Noa Craft
Kelsey Cruz
Alicia Daniel
Beckie Davison
Willa Dicostanzo
Janie & Jim Dobler
Terrell & Julie Dreamer
Alisanne Ells
Kyle Eskens
Kathy Exon
Polly Feis
Bailey Feit
David Firestone
Mary Fischer
Patricia Flury
Kirstin Frosheiser
Nicole Gall
Kaylin Gardner
Brant & Carmen Gardner
Regan Geiken
Kell Gerig
Kurt Glathar
Kay Glenn
Karla Goerl
Jocelyn Golden

Amanda Gonzales
Victoria Grasso
Benjamin Greene
Jon Gross
Carolyn Harp
Joy & Aaron Harvey
Mandy Hatcher
Scott Hauser
Harry & Karen Heafer
Judy Heaston
Doyle Helmink
Ted & Lori Henderson
Chris & Ann Hilton
Wendy & Peter Hind
Carol Hinkle
Adam Houston
INSPRO Insurance
Barbara Jacobson
Matt James
Meg Johnson
Ken Johnson
Holly Johnson
Cindy Jones
Valerie Jones
Kellie Joy
Erica Karas
Sheila Keck
Alison & Patrick Kelley
Sarah Kelen & Kenneth Bloom
Carol Knolle-Faulkner
Justin Kohmetscher
Michael Kuhl
Andy Kuhn
Janet & Rich Labenz
Dottie Ladman
Thomas Lamberson
Jennifer Lamprecht
Jen Landis
Liz Lange
Amy Lehnert
Susan & Rich Lewis
Assurity Life Insurance
Wendy Lind
Ashley Livers
Logan Livers
Alisha Lovess
Pen-Link Ltd.
David Lux
Josh & Kelli Marshall
Andrea McClatchey
Dan & Kate McCown
Allison McGinn
Katie McMullen
Kelly Medwick
Renu Mishra
Chad & Jane Mohling
Nancy Mosier

Shawn Mousel
Max Mueller
Anne Munksgaard
Mandy Nickolite
Lance Nielsen
Nia Nielsen
Ann O’Hara
Katie Pfannenstiel
Vicki Phillips
Barbara Rader
Troy Ray
Pam Reber
Ellen Reber
Nicci Reeves
Kelsi Reiners
Claire Retka
Kristen Reynolds
Andrea Riley
Jill Riley
Quentin & Halsey Robb
Janice Roberts
Lloyd & Diana Roberts
Rebecca Roberts
Kristen Rock
Kelsey Rocker
Kelly Ross
Charles Safarik
Kamryn Sannicks
Hector & Cheyenne	Santiago
Julie Schlegel Youngs
Schmieding Foundation Inc
Doug Schmitt
Tim & Kathy Schoonhoven
Terri Schrick
William Scully
Sharon Sinkler
Heather Smedra
Shelley Speidell
Heather Steiner
Georgia Stevens
Laci Stohs
The South Street Temple
Linda & Brian Striman
Lee & Debbie Stuart  
Family Foundation
Tyler Thomas
Heather Tipton
Russ & Kim Uhing
Susan Van Brocklin
Wendy Van DeLaCastro
Jason Varga
Tiffany Verzal
Joe Vrbicky
Megan Wagner
Amanda Walla
Chris Warner
Monica Warner

Mark Weddleton
Sue Wehrwein
Barbara Whitehead
Amber Wiebe
Amy Ziegler

*Donors as of April 20, 2020



The city of Lincoln has come together to support LPS students and their families 
 in countless ways. Here are just a few ways we are stronger because of our  

businesses and community members.

There is still a large pending need for our LPS families. Below are just a few of the requests we have received.

STORIES OF GIVING

STORIES OF NEED

Free Internet by  
Allo Communications
Allo Communications is donating 
free internet services for 
households with Pre-K to 12, 
college students, and teachers 
for two months. This significantly 
reduces one of the barriers for 
families at or below the  
poverty line.

Grab & Go Books
In an effort to support parents 
faced with the dual role of 
caregiver and now teacher, 
Ameritas is providing new books 
and educational materials from 
Barnes & Noble in coordination 
with the Foundation for LPS  
to families.

Wearing Your Heart on 
Your Sleeve
Kevin Sherrill, owner of Art 
FX and father to two adult 
daughters, both teachers, 
wanted to do something to unite 
the community and support  
LPS staff and students. Kevin 
and his family are donating a 
portion of every shirt purchased 
at https://bit.ly/lpstshirts to  
the Foundation. 

“I am a CNA on the orthopedic unit. 
Because of this crisis all elective 
surgeries have been canceled which 
has caused a shortage in patients 
and I have been placed on call for 
the last week and 1/2. Without help  
I will not be able to pay my rent”.

– LPS Parent

“Limited work due to the COVID-19 
which in turn is limiting financial 
income for my family. If I don’t 
receive funds it could potentially 
mean that we will become evicted 
from our apartment and not have 
funds for food and other necessities”.

– LPS Parent

“We don’t have enough money to 
pay bills. We will soon be kicked out 
of our house. It’s hard paying the 
bills because we have a baby who 
needs baby products. We would 
appreciate any help you  
can offer”.

– LPS Parent

”I’m 9 months pregnant, but I 
am too scared to work and my 
employer suggested I don’t work 
until COVID-19 gets under control. I 
already have my daughter at home. 
I’m worried about paying my rent 
due to the fact I shouldn’t have 
human contact.”

– LPS Parent

“We are struggling with having 
multiple children out of school and 
not working. This has impacted our 
grocery bills and extra household 
products. Our children are out of 
work and unable to help with their 
car insurance and phone bills”.

– LPS Parent

“With the kids out of school and my 
work cutting hours due to closing, 
I’m having trouble paying all my 
bills and would appreciate help with 
rent, so I’m not evicted”.

– LPS Parent
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YOUR GIFT EMPOWERS HOPE

Thank You For Your Gift

The needs of LPS families vary from those who have never had a late mortgage payment to those who live 
at or below the poverty line and rely on their high school child’s fast food job to make ends meet.

We are working tirelessly to ensure we can quickly provide COVID-19 emergency assistance to LPS 
students and their families. We have seen amazing generosity, but we are still experiencing a gap to meet 
all needs of LPS students and their families.

Please provide your support today to help cover childcare, medical costs, rent and housing, and other 
emergency needs as necessary to our LPS families. The hope you provide with your gifts is immeasurable. 

To give today,
visit http://bit.ly/lpscovid19crisis or drop 
off a gift at any Union Bank & Trust branch 
location in Lincoln.

To request emergency assistance, LPS families 
affected by COVID-19 should go to: foundationforlps.
org/covid-19/emergency-assistance.html to fill out the  
online application.

Help empower all of our LPS families to make it through this crisis without 
worry and fear. Help us make this time of hardship a time of hope.

Name

Email

      My check is enclosed

      Charge my credit card             Amount

Credit Card Number

     Visa       Mastercard        Discover	 Expiration Date			   CVV 

	 I would like my donation to remain anonymous. 

	 This gift is given in honor/memory of:

Please send notifications to the following addresses:

Save a stamp. 
Go to http://bit.ly/
lpscovid19crisis to make a 
donation online or drop off 
your donation at any Union 
Bank & Trust branch location 
in Lincoln.

Please make checks payable  
to Foundation for Lincoln 
Public Schools, and mail 
to: PO BOX 82889 
Lincoln, NE 68501



Thank You to Our Corporate Sponsors

Assurity  |  AT&T  |  Capital One
 IMSCORP  |  Koch Companies 

Lincoln Babe Ruth Baseball Association  
Lincoln Journal Star  |  Nelnet Foundation

State Farm  |  Accelerate Nebraska  

Ameritas Charitable Foundation  |  Teledyne ISCO 

Wells Fargo Foundation

Black Hills Energy  |  Firespring  |  GSK

Hy-Vee  |  Kiwanis Club Foundation of Lincoln

PenLink Ltd.  |  Union Bank & Trust

Body Innovations, LLC  |  Buckley & Sitzman, LLP  |  Davis Design  |  Kingery Construction Co.

MidwayUSA Foundation  |  Spreetail  |  Sysco

5905 O Street
Lincoln, Nebraska 68510

All students should have 

what they need to reach 

their full potential.  

In order to accomplish that, 

we leverage the community 

to create opportunities 

that enhance academic and 

personal success of  

Lincoln Public School 

students and educators.


